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TO: Robert J. Courchaine, Chief, Water Quality Division '' 

FROM: William G. Turney, Chief, Bureau of Environmental Protection 

X/cl . 

SUBJECT: Pluggina of Oil and Gas Wells. With Sludges 

Af ter get t ing your note v/ith the attached m:?mo froir: Karl Zol lner deali i ig with 
Union Steel Products Conipany's pract ice of al lowing cyanide and chrcmiuiu sludges 
to be used fo r plugging dry gas and o i l wel ls in the Albion area, I ccntcicted 
Ar t Slaughter who indicated no knowledge of t ins prac t ice . A f te r he ciTGcked 
with Sam Alguire he cal led me back to confirm that the pract ice appai^ently hos 
taken place over a period of ten years or so and that he would issue ins t ruc t ions 
to the f i e l d supervisors to inimediately terminate approval of tlie use of i n d u s t r i a l 
sludges in any par t of the plugging operat ion. 

I then suggested to Ar t that they begin a survev of the records to dct-.^rmine how 
many wells might have been plugged using these matoi^ials and that based î pon the 
f i l e information we could cooperatively begin a systematic invest igat- icn to f i n d 
out i f the sludges were used as f i l l e r s in any fresh water zones. 

The problem may not be as f r igh ten ing as one would f i r s t th ink because Ar t 
reminded MIG that i f the sludges had been ui^sd to f i l l in the fresh water zone 
there would be protect ion of the ground'.-.'ater by-b£E!^ the outer casing vhich 
is cemented in place throughout the fresh water zone. S t i l l , i t may be necGss.r.ry 
to remove sludges i f they are found in the fresh water zone. i / 

I f we have i^ot already done so, we should no t i f y Union Steel Products Cciipany '^^ 
and other companies producing meta l l i c sludges that under no circUiir^tances should \ 
they allow those materials to be used fo r tfie f i l l i n g of abandoned o i l or ga 
we l l s . 
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cc: Dr. Tody 
Mr. Slauglitsr 
Mr. Bails 



M I C H I G A N W A T E R R E S O U R C E S C O M M I S S I O 
F A C k . T Y I N S P E C T I O N K . :PORT 

FACILITY 

i A G U P r C h e f l ^ I N O O ^ T R H S INC 
i J f i l C N S T £ £ L PRODUCTS ' C l ^ : 
5 0 0 N . a e . ' ^ R i E K S T R E E T 
A L E 1 G h \ . MI A922<i 

VISIT REASONS 

A • REGULAR SCHEDULE 

B - EFFLUENT FAILURE 

C - COMPLIANCE FAILURE 

D • REGION REQUEST 

E • FACILITY REQUEST 

F - PUBLIC COMPLAINT 

G -INFORMATION CHANGES 

H • OTHER 

REGION DISTR. 
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